MAINTENANCE

* Include debris clean-up in Spring and
Fall as part of your yard maintenance

* Dry leaves, twigs and branches are
flammable and should be removed
from your yard and gutters

¢ Older deciduous (leafy) trees can
have rot and damage that makes
them susceptible to fire—an arborist
or forester can help you assess the
condition of mature trees

* Remove combustible shrubs from
the drip line of trees.

TREES TO AVOID

Evergreen trees with cones and
needles (conifer trees) are highly
flammable and should not be within
10 metres of your home.

* Spruce
e Fir

* Pine

e Cedar

If these trees ignite within 10 metres
of your home, the direct flames and
intense heat can cause damage or
even ignite your home.
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ZONE 2 / YARD

10 - 30 METRES

EVERGREEN TREE SPACING

Once fire moves into the tree tops it can easily move into neighbouring trees and
increase the overall intensity of the fire. Spacing trees at least 3 metres apart will
reduce the risk of this happening.

3 metres * 3 metres ! 3 metres

TREE TO TREE SPACING

Measure the distance between the outermost branches of your trees. There should
be a minimum of 3 metres between trees.
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TREE PRUNING

A surface fire can climb trees quickly. Removing branches within 2 metres of the
ground will help stop surface fires from moving into the tree tops.

Remove all branches to a height of 2 metres from the ground on evergreen trees
within 30 metres of your home. If possible, pruning trees up to 100 metres from
your home (Zone 3) is recommended.

WHEN TO PRUNE

You can prune dead branches at any time of year, but it is best to prune
evergreen trees in the late winter when they are dormant.

HOW TO PRUNE

* Prune branches close to the tree trunk, but not so close that you
damage the main trunk and bark of the tree.

* Never remove more then 1/3 of the canopy of a tree, doing so can
harm the tree.

Prune tree branches within
2 metres from the ground.
Second cut

First cut

Final cut

Branch
collar
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ZONE 3 / LARGE YARDS

30 - 100 METRES

Taking FireSmart actions in Zone 3 will influence how a wildfire approaches
your home. You can change the dynamics of wildfire behaviour by manipulating
vegetation within this zone. FireSmart treatments within the Non-combustible
Zone, Zone 1 and Zone 2 can influence the amount of work necessary

in Zone 3.

Just as in Zone 1 and Zone 2, slope is a consideration. If your home is on
a slope, consider extending this area further as fire moves fastest up hill.
Consider slope stability when removing trees.

The goal in this zone is to reduce the intensity and rate of spread of a wildfire.
This is done by thinning and pruning evergreen trees and reducing excess
vegetation and branches.

* Remove low hanging branches within 2 metres of the ground

¢ Space trees 3 metres from branch tips to reduce the intensity and
rate of spread of a wildfire

* Remove smaller evergreen trees that can act as a ladder for fire to move
into the tree tops

* Clean woody debris and combustible shrubs from the ground.

ROADWAYS AND DRIVEWAYS

In an emergency, you and your family may need to leave your community while
emergency responders enter. In order for this to happen safely and efficiently,
consider the following tips:

1. Clearly mark your address

2. Clear vegetation from access routes to and from your home. Target trees and
branches that would make it difficult for a fire truck to approach your home

3. If you have a large property, make sure your driveway has a turn around and,
when possible, provide two access routes to your home
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Many of the recommendations
in this manual assume that
you have direct control over
the property within 100
metres of your home. If that

is not the case, the FireSmart
recommendations still apply.
Chat with your neighbours
about FireSmart. Shared
information, along with mutual
cooperation and planning,
can help.

Concerned about your
community’s risk to wildfire?
Ask your municipal councillor,
planning department or fire

service how they are integrating

FireSmart into their plans.

FIRESMART HOME IGNITION ZONE

The FireSmart Canada
Community Recognition
Program gives recognition to
communities that:

* Complete a community
assessment and
FireSmart plan,

* Organize a local FireSmart
committee,

¢ Host a FireSmart event
such as a clean-up day,

e Contribute in-kind or
monetary support towards
FireSmart actions.

To learn more go to:
FireSmartCanada.ca

Zone 3

30-100 metres

Zone 2
10-30 metres

Zone 1
1.5-10 metres

Non-combustible Zone {
0-1.5 metres
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